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“Every child is an artist.  The problem is how to remain an artist once we grow up.”

· Pablo Picasso

Perhaps you were one of the fortunate ones who attended the first annual “Night at the Arts” last Friday evening here at Maryville Christian School.  If you were among the some 300 parents, friends and family members who were here, I think you will agree what a blessing it was to see the work of our children who showed themselves to be artists in music, drama, and painting.  

The art department, led by Mrs. Tamyra Parks, displayed paintings, sculpture, and some furniture. (The kids had taken old school desks and painted them in very unique designs!) These pieces reflected much diversity and hard work over several months. The colors and creativity of the students were quite dazzling to the eye. Never in one place has so much artwork of MCS students been displayed!

Beyond the visual arts, the MCS orchestra treated all of us to a short concert of several songs reflecting the skills of students playing string, percussion, brass, and woodwind instruments. The orchestra, coming off an “excellent” rating at the recent ACSI music competition, sounded unbelievable; especially when you consider that this group consisted of middle and high school students of varying levels of experience. The unique sound of the orchestra came from the ability of Mr. Mike Bradam to combine a wide variety of instruments, from guitars to a tuba, into a smoothly-woven sound. On top of it all, one of our freshmen students, Elizabeth V., served as the orchestra conductor for a couple of the numbers.  Way to go Elizabeth!  

As the evening progressed, we moved toward the drama production of the evening, “Follow That Rabbit – The Wonderland Story.”  This classic story of Alice in Wonderland was performed by a wide variety of MCS students from 1st graders to seniors. Led by Mrs. Tracy Moreno, Mrs. Julie DeBusk, and Mrs. Stacey Rodriguez, the cast consisted of some 75 of our children. This group put in untold hours of practice after school, and the result was a delightful musical in which our kids sang, danced, and acted.  Making this a complete production of the arts at MCS, the orchestra provided music and the art department designed, painted, and built all of the stage sets.  With the acting, the sets, the music, and the singing, it was easy to be transported to Wonderland and forget that you were sitting in the MCS gymnasium.

Beyond the promotion of the arts at our school, several other unique qualities about MCS revealed themselves on this night.  Perhaps most notable was the interaction between the older students and the younger ones. This was true with the orchestra members and the student actors and student directors. I had the privilege to see several rehearsals for the play and also had the privilege of being backstage during the performance. Time and time again, I saw the older students instructing and encouraging the littler kids.  And, the younger children were impacted by the mature role models of the older kids. The teamwork and love for each other was such a blessing to witness.  They looked very much like the brothers and sisters that God commands us to be.

Another special observation about this evening was seeing so many parents and adults put in countless hours of assistance to ensure the success of the evening. Adult volunteers worked with the sound board and microphones, they helped assemble the sets, they worked the lighting, they prepared the snacks, they did makeup, they made incredible costumes, and they took tickets. One adult volunteer even agreed to make a cameo appearance in the play and in the process make an utter fool of himself.  MCS parents came through in a big way on this night. Why did they do it? I asked one of them and he simply replied, “I do it for the kids.”  Indeed! That’s another distinctive feature of MCS that came out on this night – we saw once again that our school consists of scores of committed parents and adults who just love kids and want to see them exercise their abilities for God’s kingdom.

We certainly saw the natural artistic abilities of children last Friday night. At the same time, I think of the words of Jesus when he exhorted us to all learn from the example of children. When I saw their teamwork, genuine affection for each other, and their creativity in the form of art, music and drama, it ministered to me in a very special way. The MCS students reminded me of the importance of loving each other while also displaying their multifaceted talents. In the extreme busyness of each day, it is easy to miss the true magnificence of the fine arts. At the “Night at the Arts” our kids caused me to slow down for a bit and enjoy a colorful painting, a complex musical composition, and the laughter of a play.

Isn’t it great to see the fine arts flourishing at Maryville Christian School? I’m so proud to say that while some schools are being forced to cut back on the fine arts, we are growing our program and it is due in part to the efforts of Mrs. Parks, Mrs. Moreno, Mrs. DeBusk, Mrs. Rodriguez, and Mr. Bradam, as well as many others who give above and beyond for the sake of fostering a love for music, art, and drama in our kids. 

Perhaps Picasso was right. This special evening certainly saw the artist come out in our children who are painters, musicians, singers, dancers, and actors. And yet, I hope that Picasso was also wrong in that this evening stirred the artist in all of us and reminded us again of the beauty, intricacy and imagination of our God. 

“O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

You have set your glory above the heavens.

From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise…”

· Psalm 8:1,2  

