Heart to heart …….

“Are we ready for some basketball?”

           Glenn Slater, Administrator
When the MCS school day ends around 3:00 p.m., the building often empties quickly and becomes pretty lonely.  However, in the last 3 weeks, I have walked into the gym around 3:30 p.m. and the building is alive with activity and noise.  I don’t even have to walk into the gym to know what all this noise means – it must be basketball season! For the next 5 months, our gym will be abuzz with the practices and games of elementary, middle, and high school basketball and cheerleading teams.  Basketball season is really the best time of year for all of our students. Often times I find myself going to the gym in the afternoon to watch the students playing with intensity whether it be in a game or a practice.  The enthusiasm is contagious and after a hot dog or nachos, I eventually realize that it is now dark outside and an entire evening has passed. It is such a joy and privilege to watch our students and coaches strive to work for success as a team and at the same time have a lot of fun.  For parents and students, the arrival of basketball season means that we will all be spending a lot of time on our campus in the weeks ahead and we will also be spending a lot of time with guests from other schools.  And so, as I think about the upcoming weeks, I find myself asking the question, “As a Christian ministry, are we ready for some basketball?”   To answer this question, let us all consider some of these thoughts:

Our basketball games are very visible public events. We are so blessed to have a wonderful facility in which to play our games and hence, there are a lot of visitors on our campus for each competition. Besides guests, our games often have extended family members of our players in the stands as well. What a terrific opportunity for our school to be on display as a “Christian” organization! Our players, coaches and fans are a direct reflection of MCS and what it stands for. Most importantly, we are a witness for Jesus Christ. Hence, are we ready for some basketball? Are we ready to show how distinctive we truly are?  Are we ready to show newcomers that we are committed to being God honoring in every way? Are we ready to be encouragers of the players, coaches and referees? Are we committed to building Christian character over just winning ball games? Let us never forget the words of Colossians 4:5: “Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity.”
All the players from both teams deserve our respect and support.  We come to ball games and just watch the players play for an hour and often don’t consider how much they have practiced and prepared for the game. Countless practice hours have been put in by our players on the court at school and at home outside in the driveway shooting and dribbling the basketball. So, let’s encourage them – they deserve it regardless of their ability! The opposing team has worked hard as well, so let’s be positive toward them too. Booing another team or making derogatory comments toward others should have no place in our school. So, are we ready for some basketball? Are we ready to cheer our players even when they make a mistake? Are we ready to be positive toward our players even if they lose? Are we ready to refrain from negative comments toward our opponents even if they or their fans have behaved inappropriately? Are we ready to not be distracting when the opposing team is shooting free throws?  Are we ready to be gracious and hospitable toward the players and cheerleaders from the other schools we play?

Our coaches are dedicated individuals who need our encouragement.  If you have ever coached children, you will know that it is a challenging job. The coaches want to help our students grow as players and as believers while at the same time wanting to be competitive and win games.  They have a special relationship with kids that we do not have as parents. Therefore, they need to be constantly in our prayers and they need a lot of hugs during the season. It is sometimes quite discouraging when parents get angry at the coaches for decisions they make during the heat of a game. Even more discouraging is when parents get upset at coaches because their child doesn’t get enough playing time. Our MCS coaches are special people who work long hours for little compensation simply because they love our kids and want to serve God at MCS.  So, as the season drags on, let us do our utmost to be a source of encouragement to our coaches. Are we ready for some basketball? Are we ready to help our coaches in any way possible so that their jobs are a little easier? Are we ready to refrain from coaching from the stands and let the designated coaches do their jobs?  Are we ready to take our concerns to coaches after the game in a private manner and thereby adhere to Matthew 18? Are we ready to regularly pray for our coaches who have tremendous potential to impact the lives of our children for Jesus Christ? “Therefore, encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.” I Thessalonians 5:11

The game officials are special people who aren’t perfect.  Throughout the season, we are blessed to have dedicated individuals who come to our campus to officiate our games. They have a very stressful job and they are well aware of the fact that the stands are filled with family members of the players. They do their utmost to be fair in all situations. And yet, we all know that they make mistakes in their calls. It happens all the time and we should all remember this before the game even begins. Respecting officials is a real problem for some parents, and it can really hurt the witness of MCS if a parent cannot control their anger or tongue during our games.  Our guests and our children are watching. Our fans should be absolutely exemplary in their behavior toward referees and, to be honest, if you are one of those who just cannot control your emotions toward the officials during a competition, I would like to respectfully ask that you not attend the game.  Are we ready for some basketball? Are we ready to be respectful toward the officials? Are we ready to accept that sometimes the referees just make a mistake? Are we ready to teach our kids to respect the game officials’ decisions in all situations? Are we ready to be role models in the stands in how we respond to the calls of the referees?  Peter’s words should be quite compelling, “Submit yourselves to every authority instituted among men…. Show proper respect to everyone….” I Peter 2:13 and 17

Are we ready for basketball season at Maryville Christian School? May God help us all to remember that with the great fun and enthusiasm comes great opportunity and responsibility.  
