Heart to heart …….

“The most excellent way”



      Glenn Slater, Administrator

Welcome to a new year at Maryville Christian School!!  We are so excited to begin the 18th year of ministry for our school and thrilled that God has blessed us so tremendously in the past few months.  

In looking back over the past year, we have so many things that deserve our praise to God.  For example, our enrollment, currently at 358, is up 11 students from last year. At a time when many Christian schools are experiencing an ongoing drop in enrollment and some are even closing their doors, how wonderful it is to be in a school in which the student population is increasing!  I am also excited to see how well our students are performing academically.  With the new math curriculum from 2 years ago and the new reading curriculum beginning this year, we are seeing marked increases in test scores.  Our ACT average of 25.4 is the highest in the county or city for the second year in a row. And from a facilities standpoint, if you haven’t heard, we will be getting new bleachers this fall! What a great blessing to make events at the gym more comfortable! 

It is such a blessing to see how many great things are around us as we start a new year. But, as I contemplated the 2011-2012 school year over the summer months, I came across a verse of scripture that has really stuck with me and challenged me about this new year. In I Corinthians 12, Paul discusses the use of various spiritual gifts and how the body of Christ works much like the human body.  However, in an attempt to challenge the church, at the end of chapter 12 he says, “And now I will show you the most excellent way.”  From there, Paul goes into the famous “love chapter” of I Corinthians 13.  Clearly Paul expected more of the church at Corinth and wanted to see them move to a higher level spiritually. 

It is the phrase, “the most excellent way,” that caught my attention this summer. As we start a new year, I feel this is a challenge to all of us at MCS.  We have so many great things to praise God for. We have been able to accomplish so much in the past 17 years. But, we should not just rest upon that – Paul’s words from I Corinthians 12 have made me realize that God wants us to seek out “the most excellent way” as a school. 

This concept means different things to different people. During our in-service meetings this year, the MCS faculty and I discussed what we could do as professionals to meet this idea of “the most excellent way.”  Special emphasis was placed on making sure that we pay more attention to detail, communicate even better, and seek to maintain the balance between curriculum needs and the individual needs of the students.   

What does that mean for us as a school family? Again, a myriad of answers can come to this question, but one I wanted to point out as the year begins is the idea of gratitude.  I truly believe for all of us to be more excellent, we need to become genuinely dedicated to being men and women of graciousness and thankfulness. 

As you already know, the Bible is replete with commands to be thankful and express gratitude to our Lord.  Whether it be Psalm 100 that says, “Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name,” or  Paul’s words in I Thessalonians 5 which says, “to give thanks in all circumstances,” we all know from a cognizant standpoint that gratitude is important.  But how do we live out this idea each day as parents, spouses, and members of the MCS family? Let me share with you some ideas God has brought to my mind over the summer in this area:

1. I want to be grateful each day for life, health and strength. I may moan and groan when I get out of bed in the morning, but probably take for granted that I am able to get out of bed at all.  When I spend 12-14 hours working each day, I don’t appreciate the fact that I am able to do this work in the first place.

When you sit down at the end of a long day of dealing with your children or working at your job, do you forget that God has given you the measure of strength you need for each day and its unique stresses?

This summer I had the joy of having a routine colonoscopy.  (I care not to comment on it or even remember it…...)   Everything was fine, but I know an individual associated with our school who was diagnosed last spring with colon cancer, and this individual is younger than me. 

I am praying this year to thank our Lord each day for my life, my health and my strength. 

2. I want to be grateful this year for God’s protection and God’s preparation in my life.  I can’t even begin to count all of the times over the years when my Father has graciously protected me from harmful situations while also preparing me for the ministry I would have someday. God has often brought special people in my life at the right times that have influenced me in ways that impacted the future. 

I so appreciate God giving me parents who would never accept my word over that of a teacher. 

I appreciate my first grade teacher who disciplined me on one occasion for standing by and doing nothing when another child was mistreated. When I told her that I did not actively participate in this mistreatment and was merely a spectator, she said, “Silence is supportive.”  

I appreciate having a strong man lead my high school church youth group who showed me how you could be masculine and still love God. 

I am thankful that God gave me a daughter with learning disabilities so that I could develop a real heart toward students who struggle. 

I am so appreciative of 21 years in a Christian school in Texas that prepared me for the privilege of being the administrator of MCS.

3. I also want to be grateful this year for the incredible faculty and staff at MCS.  These special, special individuals who labor so long and hard each day for sub-standard wages are more than my professional colleagues; they are my dear brothers and sisters in Christ. My heart swells with appreciation when I see:

Barbara McClellan’s patient and loving spirit with kindergarten students never wavers over many, many years.

Inexhaustible joy and laughter from Beth Armstrong each day.

Debbie Hampton’s relentless pursuit of writing excellence.

The firm and immovable dedication of our upper level Bible teachers (Sherry Dale, Rick Denton, Jeff Evans, and Phil Reynolds) toward not only teaching the Scriptures, but also helping our kids to love God’s word.

The amazing ability of Angela Delozier to help students succeed in math when they often possess real anxieties about the subject. 

Fred Lindstrom on his hands and knees scrubbing the baseboards around the gym during the summer. 

Ruth Brakebill spending hours counseling a troubled student.

This list is endless, but if you don’t realize it already, let me tell you again that we are all unbelievably blessed to have such a highly trained, experienced faculty and staff at MCS who work here each day out of a sense of calling and a desire to serve God on this campus. 

As we start a new year, how about you? How can you seek this “most excellent way” that Paul spoke of in I Corinthians 12?  There are, of course, many ways to do this, but let me challenge you in this first week of school to ask God to make you a person of deep gratitude.  
It is so easy to be negative. It is so easy to think about the things we don’t have here at MCS. It is so easy to look at another school and think the grass may be greener. It is so easy to criticize the shortcomings of others. 

But, do you want MCS to be excellent? Do you want to find “the most excellent way” this year as a parent, spouse, follower of God and member of our school family?  Let me start 2011-2012 with a challenge for all of us: Let’s ask God to make us persons of graciousness and thankfulness.  

“I will praise you, O Lord with all my heart; I will tell of your wonders. I will be glad and rejoice in you; I will sing praise to your name, O Most High”. Psalm 9:1,2 
