Heart to heart …….

A Weekend of Relationships




           Glenn Slater, Administrator

As the 2008-2009 school year winds down, things can get so busy you can sometimes get overwhelmed by the pace and just stagger toward the end of May.  But in the midst of so many activities, God grabbed my attention this past weekend and reminded me of the fact that Maryville Christian School is indeed an extraordinary place.  While it is certainly true that MCS is special in terms of its great facilities, challenging curriculum, and commitment to developing Christian character, what stood out most to me over the course of the weekend was the amazing strength of relationships at our school.  This was most evident in two special events I attended on Friday and Saturday night. 

On Friday evening, I was invited to the first “Father – Daughter Tea” for the elementary girls of MCS.  Several months ago, one of our moms, Kris Savell, approached me about the idea of holding such an event. I liked the idea, but I have to say that the tea really exceeded my expectations.  In a packed fellowship hall at Blount Christian Church, I saw 15 tables of MCS dads dressed in coats and ties sitting next to their little princesses attired in beautiful gowns. Several moms sponsored individual tables and each had their own unique collection of snacks and sweets.  During the first part of the evening, both fathers and daughters filled out a questionnaire that was on the table that spurred conversation about what they most appreciated about each other. Glancing across the room, I noticed the laughter and joy of the girls and their dads as they talked and enjoyed the goodies.  It was thrilling to see the fathers give so much attention to their daughters.  The warmth of the conversation was evident as we all relished spending time together. (I forgot to mention that I brought my 29 year old little girl, Kate!) 

If this wasn’t enough, the Father – Daughter Tea was topped off with a ballroom dancing lesson. Half the group went into the worship center area and received a lesson in a few basic steps by one of our moms, Stacey Rodriguez. The girls curtsied and the fathers bowed and kissed their hands. Then they danced a few waltz steps to Stephen Curtis Chapman’s beautiful song, “Cinderella.”   It was an amazing scene as the girls faces lit up with delight as they swayed to the music and danced with their dads.  (There were also a few tearful moms around the perimeter watching.)

It was easy to focus on the daughters at this event because they were so pretty. Some were wearing tiaras.  But, as the evening progressed, I found myself watching the fathers.  To see these grown men dancing with their little girls was so touching. Beyond this, I was really struck by the faces of these dads as they clearly delighted in devoting the evening to their little princesses who are obviously the joy of their life.

The power of the relationship of fathers and daughters was clearly evident on this night. This particular relationship is so important because it truly benefits both parties. The daughters learn how to relate to males. Girls who are close to their dads are also more secure in their self-esteem because they experience the security that comes from the love of a man. In addition, with the unconditional love of their father, these girls will unconsciously establish high standards for the men in their future.  As for the fathers, this relationship reminds them that a true man of God is not only tough, but tender.  Jesus showed us that he could be strong and endure incredible adversity.  At the same time, our Lord showed tenderness and sensitivity toward children, the woman at the well, and the woman caught in adultery.  

So, for all who planned and helped carry out this event, let me extend to you a warm word of thanks.  You understand the critical importance of the father – daughter relationship.  You are helping to strengthen our dads in their roles and you are helping to raise a generation of godly young women.  I drove home with such appreciation that our school values these relationships. 

On Saturday night, I took my other girl (my wife, Gail) out to the MCS high school prom. This year, it was held at the restored Capitol Theater in downtown Maryville. What a beautiful venue for such an event! It worked perfectly for our students in grades 9-12.  As the evening began, we all enjoyed seeing the students stroll in impeccably dressed with our guys looking smart in their suits and ties and our girls looking elegant in their colorful, stylish gowns. 

Soon, the theater was packed and the dance floor was hopping with activity. Some dances were quiet and dreamy while others were fast and frantic.  Either way, you could see constant smiles, bright eyes, and engaging conversations. Relationships of all kinds were on display.  The guys were laughing and engaging in their usual horseplay, while the girls were giggling and whispering in each others ears. The dancing was fun and carefree, but always respectful. The music was loud, but clearly the conversations at the tables reflected a genuine interest in each other.  You could see these young men and women interacting with each other, but at the same time you could sense that they were brothers and sisters in Christ who sincerely loved each other.  

Another relationship that stood out to me was the connection I could see between the students and the teachers who were there as chaperones. At many schools, you could find antagonism between the faculty and students, but that clearly wasn’t the case on Saturday night. The teachers mingled freely with the kids and you saw a lot of conversation and laughter as the chaperones obviously enjoyed the atmosphere as much as the students. Our students were relaxed around their instructors and had no problem with these adults being in attendance. Many times during the evening I could see our teachers beaming with pride at the sight of our attractive students. And, several of the teachers even decided to hit the dance floor!  The kids loved this and I’ll have to say that some of our teachers displayed quite a few moves…..   

Where else could you find such a close relationship between the teachers and the students?  Where else could you find such obvious love between kids and adults that underscores the fact that they are all brothers and sisters in Christ?  This was another example of how strong the relationships are at MCS.

Several times during the evening, pictures were taken of the students. (How often do you see them so dressed up?)  I was mingling around the lobby of the Capitol when I glanced over to see the seniors posed for a class picture on stairs to the balcony. After a few shots were taken, I heard someone say, “Hey, we want a picture with Mr. Slater!” I was a little surprised, but wandered over there to just stand beside them.  Next I heard, “No, that’s not good enough, come stand right in the middle of our group!”  So, I squeezed right into their midst and found myself proudly surrounded by an attractive, fun, mature, and godly group of teenagers. As the camera flashed, I felt a glint of a tear in my eye.  I felt so much love from these kids and once again, thanked God for the special relationships we have on this campus.  

As the evening wound down, the students trickled out still smiling and savoring the time together. As they were leaving, Katie Ratliff, a senior said, “Mr. Slater, I’m glad you’re still here.  Can I have one more picture?”  And, this dear little sister in Christ hugged me one last time for a memorable photo. 

What a special weekend! God reminded me again of why I am so grateful to be a part of MCS.  Whether it be fathers and daughters, or teenage guys and girls, or teachers and students, the bottom line is that Maryville Christian School is a special and unique place because of our relationships.  These relationships are so strong because of the relationship we all have with Jesus Christ. He is truly the glue that binds us all together. As this year comes to a close, let us all be appreciative of many things, but most of all, let’s be thankful for the love we all feel at this little school.  Thanks again for entrusting your children to us throughout this school year, and thanks for the godly relationships you have displayed over and over again.

                             “We love because He first loved us.”      I John 4:19     

