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We are now a month into a new school year and I would imagine that most of us have settled into a steady routine. The kids now have a set time to go to bed. You also have a set plan of action for the early mornings so that you can be on time to see me standing in the driveway in front of the gym. With homework always on the radar, you have set aside certain times in the week for getting this task done.  With multiple kids and multiple activities, planning and routines are key to staying on top of things for families in 2010.  

We can plan everything and take care of every detail, and yet one thing remains certain about the next few months of school – there will be a surprise, or something unexpected will arise. And this surprise could be negative.  Perhaps something will occur in your family – maybe a sickness or even a passing.  Maybe a relationship will suddenly change for the worse. Perhaps your job will change in some way. Or there may be a financial issue arise that you had no clue was coming.  Spiritually, you may find yourself being attacked by the enemy, or you may reach an unexpected period of discouragement or lapse into a time of spiritual dryness when you simply don’t feel close to God.

Most believers have long understood that our lives on this earth are filled with uncertainty.  God allows us to go through times of trials and testing.  And often, these tough times just seemingly come out of nowhere, and we find ourselves content one moment and struggling the next.   To be very transparent, sometimes I find myself dealing with days of discouragement, and often I cannot even pinpoint as to why.  

Even though we cannot predict the uncertainties of life, we can still ask the question as to why they occur.  If we know why, then it makes the surprises a bit easier to deal with. So, what does it mean when the “surprises of life” hit us?  Consider a few thoughts:

1.) Unexpected events could be an indication of unseen spiritual warfare.  As I read the book of Job, I am always struck by the first two chapters of the book that describe the conversation God had with Satan concerning this man whom God describes as “blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.”  Satan contended that if Job didn’t have a hedge of protection around him, he would curse God. And ultimately, God allowed Satan to afflict Job.  The point here is that when Job was hit with all of these crises, he never knew about the conversation that God was having with Satan.  Without ever realizing it, Job found himself in the center of a battle between God and Satan.  So, if some adversity surprises you this year, rather than get upset and question God, consider the fact that there may be a lot more going on from the standpoint of spiritual warfare than you realize. 

2.) Unexpected events may be sent your way from God for a purpose. Beyond spiritual warfare, it is evident from Job that a reason God allowed him to be stricken was to test his faith. This test was in no way pleasant, but ultimately was a way in which this man came to realize his own sin and need to draw closer to God.  I have come to see, as I get older, that God has to strike some of us (like myself) very hard sometimes to get our attention.  There’s no question that a surprising turn of negative events pushes my heart closer to God and I find myself praying more and reading His word more.  So often we want to avoid difficult times, but perhaps a life surprise is a gift from God to draw you closer to Him. 

3.) Unexpected events may come from God so that we might be reminded of His sovereignty and control.  Job was a wealthy man who had probably planned a great deal of his life in such a way as to make himself successful.  When we plan and organize every detail and as a result have some notable success, it often leads to pride.  Hence, God allows surprises to occur if for no other reason than to remind us of who is truly in control.   Uncertain times can often give us a fresh view of God and a renewed trust. The pride of our successful lives sometimes just needs to be shattered a bit so that we can sincerely worship at the throne of God and recognize His lordship.  Some folks are real control freaks about their lives and the lives of their children. In the months ahead God may allow a shock to hit you to help you see that your life and the lives of your kids are really not your own. 

We can put forth a great deal of effort in the days ahead planning and organizing our lives. But I think that as we face a new school year we all need to expect the unexpected.  Knowing that, how should we respond?

1.) Use this experience as an avenue to slow down and seek God. This may be exactly what He wants you to do.  You may find when it is over that you are now deeper in His word and deeper in your prayer life than you have been in quite some time. 

2.) Recognize that unexpected challenges are a way to grow and learn. I have really tried over the last few years to ask God to help me grow through adversity rather than just whine and ask for relief.  Despite how much pain you feel or despite how uncomfortable you get, try your best to look toward the Father and ask to be shown how you can learn through this circumstance.  The prophet Habakkuk questioned and complained to God about the destruction of Judah at the hands of the Babylonians. But at the end of the book, he learned to trust, and even though his home was about to be destroyed, he said, “yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior.”
3.) Remember that surprises from God are allowed by Him for a purpose.  There are a multitude of reasons you may be unexpectedly stricken in the next few months.  But we should remember that God has sovereignly approved it and will not forget you nor forsake you. 

All of us control freaks don’t like change or surprises. But count on it – despite all you do, the 2010-2011 school year will have some unexpected adversity.  Let us strive to be good children and trust our Father no matter what.  

Remember: A season of hardship is a small price to pay for a clearer vision of God.  
