Heart to heart …….

Do You Want to Love Your Kids?—Then You Need to Hate Them.
Debbie Hampton

OK, by now you are probably looking at me thinking, “Why, Debbie Hampton, you have gone completely off your rocker.”  But, let me ask you another question.  Do you believe in a sovereign God?  If you do, do you understand the implications of that belief?  Let me share with you some thoughts on the first question.  These thoughts come from R. Kent Hughes’ commentary on Luke 14:26, but first let’s look in the Word: “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father, and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sister—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disciple.”  


Jesus’ opening declaration was a shocker…Joseph Ernest Renan, the nineteenth-century author of the blasphemous The Life of Jesus, seized this text to declare that Jesus was “trampling under foot everything that is human—blood and love and country…despising the healthy limits of man’s nature…abolishing all natural ties.”  In an effort to make Jesus appear monstrous, Renan ignored Jesus’ regular use of startling, penetrating paradox to make his point.  As the esteemed New Testament scholar Alfred Plummer pointed out, “Jesus, as often, states a principle in a startling way, and leaves his hearers to find out the qualifications” (as in Luke 6:29, 30; Matthew 19:12).  Jesus wanted his listeners to think.


Certainly, in the full light of the New Testament, Jesus was not demanding an unqualified hatred.  He could not command, “Honor your father and mother” (Mark 7:9-13), and demand that we also hate them.  He could not command, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her” (Ephesians 5:25), and then advise them to hate their spouses.  Jesus, who so loved little children that “he took the children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them” (Mark 10:16), could not advise their parents to hate them.  Neither could he advise his followers to “be reconciled to your brother” (Matthew 5:24), and then encourage brotherly hatred.  How could he command, “love your enemies” (Luke 6:27), and then call us to hate our friends?  The truth is, in the Biblically recommended sense that we are to love our neighbor as ourselves (cf. Mark 12: 32-34) and to love one another as Christ has loved us (cf. John 13:34, 35), we cannot love others too much!  We can focus on our family too much, we can dote on our loved ones too much, but we cannot love them too much.  Further, in the final clause Jesus recommended that each of his followers must hate “even his own life.”  Jesus could not be recommending a psychologically destructive loathing of existence.  What Jesus was saying paradoxically was that our love for him must be so great and so pervasive that our natural love of self and family pales in comparison.  We are to subordinate everything, even our own being, to our love and commitment to Christ.  He is to be our first loyalty.  All other relationships must take second place. 


So, with a harsh, enigmatic epigram, Jesus yanks us from our dream-world.  “Do you fancy yourself a disciple? Do you think you are going to follow me?  Well then you must love me so much that your love for your family seems like hatred in comparison!  Hate your own life.  Otherwise, don’t pretend to be following me!”  Jesus’ words astonish us.  


This is where so many of us fall short.  In the secularized, anti-family culture of today, our family is at the center of our Christian ethic.  And that is proper.  But some of us love our wives, husbands, and children more than we love God.  We miss the mark when we put their development athletically, intellectually, culturally, artistically, socially before their spiritual well-being.  We fall short when we spend more time in the car in one day shuttling them to games and lessons than we do in a month in prayer for their souls.   By comparison, our lives reveal that we hate God and love our children disproportionately—and that we are not Jesus’ disciples.  The paradox is that the proper way to love our children is to “hate” them because our greater love for God will enable us to love them with a greater love!  Disciples must always be ready to “hate”—to give second place to everything and everyone else.  The relational cost of discipleship may seem harsh at first.  But in the right perspective and priority this focuses our lives and makes them richer and fuller (125-126). 


Do you suddenly feel like you have just been hit between the eyes?  Just as I asked the faculty, I ask you, how do we truly love our children?  We first need to work on our own life as a disciple to the great “discipler.”  In my small group study, we have been talking about the notion of a sovereign God.  The word “sovereign” means “in control.”  If I believe in a sovereign God, then do I believe He is truly in control of everything?  And--if He is in control of everything, can I, a disciple, walk as if He has it all under control?  And, if I am walking as if He has it all under control, can I let go of my children so that He can do His work in them while I step back and not micro-manage their successes, failures, or their futures?   


My husband worked in developing a student-recruiting program for a Christian college.  One of the saddest things he saw was when a Christian young person, feeling the call of Christian service, had Christian parents discourage them from entering full time Christian service because these well-meaning parents had something “greater” in mind for their young person.  I ask again, can you let go and let God use your child in His work, even if it is in Afghanistan where they may be killed (as our co-worker Charles Beckett at Woodlawn Christian Church had to do)?  Can you let go and let God use your child in His work, even if it is to go to Papua New Guinea to translate the Bible for the Waran people (as Kathleen Butler, one of our church members, has done for 31 years)?   Can you let go and let God put your child’s college career on hold for his first 2 years, so he can go to a Christian academy in Haiti to teach second grade and then return to that academy after college and make it his home and raise his family there (as did one of the young men that grew up in the youth group with my kids)? Can you let go and let God even discipline your child, as the father of the prodigal son had to do (in Luke 15: 11-32)?  Can you let go and let God work through your child as He places him/her in situations where he/she can see God work in a mighty way, moving him/her out of the comfort-zone of your safe nest?


God’s sovereignty is the point on which I must rest.  As I draw closer as a disciple, I realize He has it under control, and I need not come between His will and my child.  Out of the overflow of my passion for Him, my relationships enjoy the fruit (Galatians 5:22-23) of that discipleship including a peace about my child’s future.  


The school year before 9/11, when the influence of the little known Al-Qaida was growing throughout the Muslim world, our daughter came to us and announced that she was going to Indonesia. The Islam faith had closed all doors to open discussion of Christianity there, and she could not speak openly of her faith.  We turned her over to the care of a sovereign God Who had it “all under control.”  There He taught her the meaning of walking in His will in a place that does not look kindly on Christians and will even arrest them if they share the gospel without the other person initiating the topic of conversation. Would I ever have said “no”?  No, because I would have been saying “no” to my sovereign God.  So I ask again: Do you want to love your kids?  Then you need to hate them.


Oh, Sovereign God, I confess to you that I often forget that You have it all “under control.”  I thank You for the children (and grandchildren) You have given me and I pray You will ever be in their lives, working Your will.  Help me, Lord, to stay focused on You and Your will for me and to not let my relationships with others demonstrate a hatred toward You.  Lord, may those relationships then enjoy the fruit of our love-relationship with each other.
~Debbie Hampton~
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