Our Adoption 





      Glenn Slater, Administrator
They are all over the MCS campus. Some are obvious while others are not so obvious.  They are male and female of many nationalities. They seem to be increasing all the time and even now, our school librarian, Amy Lingerfelt, is awaiting one from Ethiopia. What I am referring to is the large number of MCS students who are adopted! What a thrill it is to have these children on our campus!  It is heartwarming to see so many parents who have chosen this option.   

After observing so many of these students in the past few years, it has caused me to reflect on the fact that we are all adopted children of our heavenly Father.  Scripture makes it very clear that we have a relationship as that of adopted sons and daughters of Almighty God.  Galatians 4:4-7states, “But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law that we might receive the full rights of sons.  Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba”, Father. So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir”.  
When considering our relationship with God, many thoughts come to mind, such as the fact that God is our Lord, or our provider, or our salvation.  But to me the richest way to describe my relationship to the Lord is to understand that God is my Father and He is my adopted Father. Consider the implications of what this means:

1. Knowing that God is our Father helps us to appreciate even more his grace.  God adopts us as his children by choice just as parents adopt children today. God was certainly under no compulsion to do so as we all deserve condemnation and punishment. But our Lord, in his abundant grace, decided that He wanted us. He loved us, redeemed us, forgave us, took us to be his children and hence gave himself to be our Father.   
2. Along with his grace, adoption should also help us to understand the love of God in an even deeper way. All parents know instinctively that they need to pro-actively love their children from the time they are born. They make the effort time and time again to show love and affection for their kids. It is easy for us as earthly parents to love a newborn baby whether it is adopted or if it is our own biological child. Imagine the love of God, adopting us as wayward, sinful children coming to him with a lot of baggage! Understanding this choice should indeed cause us to realize the depths of God’s love that truly goes beyond our own understanding.     I John 3:1 says it best, “How great is the love the Father has lavished upon us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!” 
3. Knowing that God is our Father makes us part of a family.  We all treasure our families and what they do for us. But have we ever considered that as adopted children we are now a part of God’s family? Romans 8:15-17 says, “For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs – heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ…”  The idea of being an heir and a co-heir with Christ is rather mind boggling to me, but what a hope and what a promise it provides!  Our Lord, through the act of adoption has given all of us an eternal security that comes from being in his family.  This amazing fact should give all us hope in the midst of the uncertainties of this life. As a part of God’s family, we all have a future that is guaranteed as an adopted child. 
4. Having God as our Father denotes a specific type of relationship.  How do you remember your relationship with your father? For me, I think of the fact that Jack Slater was a protector and provider.  At the same time, he was a teacher. I learned so many things from him whether it be how to love a wife or how to catch fish or how to mow the yard or how not to be a whiner or a quitter. And, my dad also taught me about authority as he disciplined me in many ways, sometimes in such a way that I could not sit down comfortably! I love him dearly, but even today at 86 years old, I still respect what he says and do not want to make him angry. The same is true with God as our Father. Our Lord never ceases to protect us, provide for us, teach us, and chasten us, if necessary.  A passage in Hebrews 12 comes to mind, “My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son”.  This relationship also implies an intimacy. Growing up I told my dad a lot of things and he knew a lot of my shortcomings and phobias. I also felt the freedom to ask him for things no matter how selfish or immature the request. As our adopted Father, we have the freedom to share our most personal thoughts with the almighty God of the universe and he will always respond as a good father would whether we agree with his response or not. 
In the final analysis, we are all adopted children if we have responded to God’s grace and through faith have trusted Jesus as our savior.  The adopted MCS students remind me every day of God’s grace, love and the intimate relationship I am privileged to have because I am in his family. 

In closing, let me share some thoughts from the classic book, Knowing God by J.I. Packer. In a chapter on this topic, Packer challenges us with these questions that we should all consider as adopted children of the eternal God:

“Do I understand adoption? Do I value it? Do I daily remind myself of my privilege as a child of God?”

“Do I treat God as my Father in heaven, loving, honoring, and obeying Him, seeking and welcoming his fellowship, and trying in everything to please him, as a human parent would want his child to do?”

“Have I learned to hate the things that displease my Father? Am I sensitive to the evil things to which he is sensitive? Do I make it a point of avoiding them, lest I grieve him?”

“Am I proud of my Father, and of his family, to which by his grace I belong?”

“Does the family likeness appear in me? If not, why not?”

“God humble us; God instruct us; God make us his own true sons.”
