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The 2010-2011 school year is coming to quick conclusion and looking back over the past months, what do you see?  The blessings have been tremendous, as I believe we can all attest.  To see God’s faithfulness in the lives of our children as they grow closer to Him is always a source of great satisfaction and joy.  As students, teachers, and parents, we all recognize how much God has provided, taught and led us through the tests of another school year. 

And there have indeed been challenges.  I would imagine that in the midst of the blessings of this year, we could also admit that a long school year can be filled with stresses and disappointments. These stresses may have been health related or financial.  They may have involved family problems, difficult relationships or even tragedy.  Spiritual warfare is constant in a Christian school because such a place is a threat to Satan and, hence, he often attacks us relentlessly over the course of a school year.  Whatever your situation, the stress is almost over and the warfare here at school is nearing its end for now.  Summer is upon us and we will all get to experience some form of rest. 

Recently, I was reading in the book of I Kings and I came across a statement from King Solomon that speaks to this issue. When he ascended the throne in chapter 5, it says that he began preparations for building a temple. He wrote these words, “You know that because of the wars waged against my father David from all sides, he could not build a temple for the Name of the Lord his God until the Lord put his enemies under his feet. But now the Lord has given me rest on every side, and there is no adversary or disaster. I intend, therefore, to build a temple for the Name of the Lord my God.”

After years of struggle and disaster, God gave Solomon rest and then at that point, he decided to build a temple to God.  As we conclude a school year, many of us will say that a few months of struggle are over and now we are receiving a time of peace from God. With the summer of rest that lies ahead, we should consider the fact that perhaps now our Lord wants us to build a temple for the “Name of the Lord our God.”

In building a temple to God this summer, what should the building blocks look like?

First, an essential building block in our shrine should be a firm commitment to inundate ourselves in God’s Word.  We all acknowledge that we need to be studying the scriptures for our own spiritual growth, but I also think it is important that we study the Bible because it honors God. By committing time and energy to God’s Word, we are showing honor to Him.  A serious devotion to hiding His Word in our hearts is truly an act of worship. It means we value what God has to say and want it to be the driving force in our lives. If our goal this summer is to build a temple to honor our Lord, then a critical part of this structure is the worshipful act of spending time reading His Word and letting it soak into our hearts. Colossians 3:16 says, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly….”

Second, in our attempt to build a temple to God this summer, we should have a building block that honors our children. In the stress of the school year, it is easy to be on your kids constantly about doing their chores, homework, and their various activities. Sometimes you may find yourself in a continual mode of just trying to get somewhere and get things done.  However, a relaxed time like summer affords us all the opportunity to spend time with our kids and not have the pressure of school and ball practices.  We have the opportunity to listen to them. We have the opportunity to give them our undivided attention. By doing this, we are sending them a great message and also showing a spirit of worshipping the Lord.  Re-committing ourselves to our children is a way of expressing gratitude to God for these precious little ones that live under our roof all year round. A very busy Jesus always seemed to have time for children. In this summer, with the tension of the school year subsiding, let us build a temple by honoring our children.

Third, another way to build a temple is to take time to be still before God.  During this reprieve of the stressful school year, a way to honor God is to just be quiet and spend time with him. I mentioned earlier about getting into the scriptures, but in addition, it is very important that we meditate on the word of God.  When you have the time to slow down in the weeks ahead, let me encourage you to read the Bible, then simply be silent and dwell upon the Lord’s eternal truths.  Read Psalm 119. It is a great psalm in many ways, but note how many times in this passage that we are admonished to “meditate” upon the Lord and His precepts. (I counted eight.) We are encouraged to meditate on His truths, His statutes, His wonders, and His decrees.  A great way to show honor to God is to commit to being still and listening to Him.  I know my wife really appreciates it when I slow down and commit time to her and give her my undivided attention. God will be honored if we do the same for Him.  Meditation is an important building block in a temple we could build to the Lord.

From there, I think we all have other more personal things we could do to construct our temples this summer.  Maybe you have a need to focus on a particular part of the scripture. Perhaps a relationship needs some time and attention. Or, you may be feeling the conviction about a particular sin and know that you need to really seek God’s face and seek His help with this issue.  Whatever it may be, committing a personal issue to God in the next few weeks is another way you can build a temple to Him. 

Summer is indeed a special time and I pray that God gives all of us rest and encouragement for our souls. I know we will all be able to relax. Many of us will go on a vacation and get a much needed change of scenery. 

But beyond all of this, let me challenge you to build your own temple to the Lord in these next few weeks. Many of us have need of rest after a school year of stresses and battles. You may even have scars to show from this past year.  But now that it is over – what should we do?  Solomon took advantage of peacetime to build a temple to the Lord to honor him for his love and faithfulness. Whatever it may be, let us all build our own temples to the Lord in the upcoming months of June and July.  I pray that you will be back in August not only refreshed, but also closer to God as a result of building your own “summer temple.”    
