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Many of you may have heard that last week I was out of town.  I spent almost all of the week at Wheaton, Illinois, which is about 30 miles from Chicago.  I went there to do research on my doctoral dissertation at Wheaton College. 

Wheaton College was established in 1860 and is one of the oldest Christian colleges in the nation.  I was very impressed by the atmosphere at this school with its rich history and deep dedication to Christ.  All over campus you see signs saying “For Christ and His Kingdom.”  And the history bears that out.  Billy Graham graduated from Wheaton in 1943.  Jim Eliot, the missionary martyred in South America in 1956 graduated from Wheaton in 1947.  (Perhaps you saw the movie “The End of the Spear”…..) Jim’s famous quote, “He is no fool who loses what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose” is displayed prominently in one of the buildings. His wife Elizabeth, who has written so many significant Christian books is also a Wheaton graduate.  The student center is named after Todd Beamer, another Wheaton alum, who died on September 11 on the plane that crashed in Pennsylvania.  (It was widely reported that Todd led the attack on the cockpit to stop the terrorists.)   

Walking around the campus, I also noticed the students of today and their godly spirit. It was not unusual to see small groups of students sitting on a bench praying together.  In the morning, in the cafeteria, most of the students were eating with their Bibles open in front of them.  Everyone was so helpful to me as I dug into their archives.  The last night I was there, they were having a Jars of Clay concert. (I resisted the temptation to attend!) Overall, there was an extremely noticeable spirit of the Lord on this campus. 

Besides visiting Wheaton College, I also spent a day at Wheaton Christian Grammar School, the oldest non-denominational Christian school in America.  It was established in 1942 at a time when the idea of a Christian school was unheard of.   I got the opportunity to dig into their archives a bit and find out about the beginnings of this school which is now 68 years old.  

However, the most impressive thing about Wheaton Christian Grammar School was the people who served God in this ministry.  The administrator and assistant administrator have both been at this school since 1974.  I also got to interview a retired teacher who taught at the school for 39 years and another who was there for 41 years!  Both of these teachers started in the 1950’s and retired in the 1990’s.  When I asked all of these individuals about their longevity at the school, they all said virtually the same thing. They all said they felt God called them to that ministry and never felt led to do anything else.  They said they knew they wouldn’t make much money, but they also found over the decades that they always had enough. 

Before I left, I got to talk to a lady who had been a kindergarten student at WCGS in 1949.  I asked if her parents ever told her why they put her in a Christian school (especially at a time when there was not widespread dissatisfaction with public education).  She said that her parents moved specifically to Wheaton so that she could attend this Christian school and her father commuted to work for the next nine years while she was at the school.  She told me that her father once said that he could simply think of no better investment of any kind than to give a Christian education to his daughter.  This lady went on to have 3 sons and they all attended Wheaton Christian Grammar School. 

I flew home Saturday in a driving rain storm tired but really impressed by all I had seen over the last few days.  I got the privilege of seeing first hand the legacy of a Christian school and a Christian college.  And, I must say it lifted my tired spirits.  What was it about these places that impacted me?

First, I was struck by the value of long term commitments and sacrifices made for the cause of Christian education.  Wheaton Christian Grammar School had so many teachers, administrators and parents who had dedicated themselves to helping children receive an education grounded in God’s word.  A father in the late 1940’s moved so that his daughter could get a Christian education and now his grandchildren are recipients of the same type of education.  A spiritual legacy has been established by the faith of this man.  Teachers made the decision to instruct children in the ways of the Lord despite the low pay and low esteem that would have come from teaching at what might have seemed an anomaly in the 1950s.  All of these individuals felt called by God to be in this school and nothing changed that commitment over several decades.  As a result, the school has thrived and impacted hundreds of children. 

Closely aligned to the first point, I was also struck by the value of an unwavering commitment to the cause of Christian education. Both Wheaton College and Wheaton Christian Grammar School have not changed in their basic core beliefs.  They have remained focused on their mission as Christian schools. And when you see names like Billy Graham, Jim Eliot, Elizabeth Eliot, and Todd Beamer, you realize what Christian schools can do if they remain true to their principles.  

Maryville Christian School is only 15 years old and it is difficult at times for us to see the long term fruits of Christian education. We do not yet have a list of famous names of great people of the faith who have made an impact all over the world for Jesus Christ.  And yet, we are laying a foundation here for future generations.  Being at Wheaton made me wonder, “What will MCS be like when it is 68 years old?” When people see our faces in yearbooks or in photos of all the school activities, what will they think of the kind of school we have left them?  It is my prayer that MCS will have a long term legacy over many years that will spread out over the globe.  

How do we achieve this legacy?  Just look to the examples at Wheaton and let’s all be dedicated to a long term commitment and an immutable focus on the cause of Jesus Christ, Christian education, and our mission statement as a school.  We are in tough times, but let’s be encouraged by the fact that both of the schools at Wheaton have faced tough times as well and survived. 

So as we conclude this first quarter of the 15th year of our school, I am so encouraged about the future.  Having seen the schools at Wheaton, my heart has been strengthened to do all I can to make sure that MCS has a strong foundation for the future. Let’s all re-dedicate ourselves to Christian education over the long haul.  We owe it to the MCS senior class of 2010 and we owe it to the MCS senior class of 2060.    

“Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; his greatness no one can fathom. One generation will commend your works to another; they will tell of your mighty acts.”     Psalm 145:3-4
