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“I like this desk and I am not going to move,” said the middle school student to his teacher.  The young teacher had decided a few days before that it would be good for the class to change the seating arrangement of the students. But, for whatever reason, this particular young man decided he would not move.  The teacher asked the boy twice to move to his new desk, but the student continued to absolutely refuse. Finally, the teacher said that they would not commence the lesson until he moved to his new spot.  What resulted was a stalemate that lasted about an hour. 

Eventually, the teacher decided to call the parent of this young man. After explaining the situation, the parent replied, “Wouldn’t it just be easier to let him stay in his original seat?”  The teacher, in return, said that the issue had now gone beyond just moving to a new desk.  It was now an issue of the boy respecting the authority of the teacher.  The parent responded by saying, “Just let him sit there, it’s not worth the aggravation.”  On that day in a hot Texas classroom, this young teacher came face to face with the “S” word – Submission.   

The word “submit” is not something most of us want to hear.  We are raised as Americans to be independent and exercise our God-given rights.  We don’t like someone telling us what to do. Boys and girls alike have trouble with this issue. Submission to parents, teachers, and siblings can often bring out poor attitudes.  

And yet, as parents and educators in a Christian school, the issue of submission is critical to raising a godly generation. Children need to learn at a young age about the importance of submitting to authority whether it be to peers, parents, church leaders, bosses, and certainly God himself.   Why is it important for us to learn to submit?

1. Submitting protects us from evil.  James 4:7 says, “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil and He will flee from you.”  This verse comes after an admonition from James about covetousness and adultery. He makes it clear that “friendship with the world is hatred toward God.”  It is so important that children understand that rules and boundaries are set by God for their own protection.  And this is true whether we understand it or not. While absolute right and wrong may not be popular in the world we live in, knowing our boundaries and submitting to them is absolutely crucial to individuals and our society in general.  As a teenager, I did not like my parents giving me a curfew.  It made no sense to this omnipotent 16 year old.  But, my how this protected me over and over!

2. Submitting allows God to work in His way and on His schedule. So often we are anxious about a situation in our lives and want to make things happen in our way and our timetable.  But, if we truly are submitting to God, we need to trust Him in all situations and wait, if necessary. (This is often the case.) So many examples of this are found in scripture.  The story of Abraham and Sarah readily comes to mind. This couple struggled with submitting to God and waiting for His promise of a child.  And, we all know what happened as a result! One of the best ways we can teach children about submission to God is to teach them to wait. If they are faced with a dilemma and don’t know what to do, we have a great opportunity to teach our kids to pray earnestly and just wait and submit to God’s timing and ultimately His lordship.

3. Submission trains us in our relationships. In Ephesians 5, we are told, “Submit to one another out of reverence to Christ.”  In the context of the passage, Paul lets us know that in our relationships we should be willing to place others ahead of ourselves, whether it be in a marriage or in a family or in friendships or in a workplace. A conciliatory heart is clear evidence of the Holy Spirit’s presence in our lives.  This idea of submitting to one another is a major truth to communicate to our kids. Instilling in them the idea of serving others and subduing their own personal desires is a principle that will help our kids in all walks of life. 

4. Submission is a trait of a genuine follower of Christ. We can point to no better example than that of Jesus Himself when it comes to submission.  He was someone who truly deserved to be worshiped, but chose to serve others. He was someone who truly should be honored, but chose instead to accept a lowly state in life.  He was someone who embodied complete righteousness, but instead chose to accept blame and guilt for the sins of others.  By teaching our kids about submission, there is no more effective way to help them imitate our Lord.  

So, how do we teach submission in a practical way to our children?  Consider these questions:

· Do we show absolute reverence and adherence to God’s word in our everyday lives?

· Do our kids see us subduing our needs for the sake of our spouses?

· Do we actively discipline our children when they show selfish attitudes?

· Do our children see us honor our parents?

· Do we encourage our children to exhibit humility in competitive sports?

· Do we expect our children to submit to the authority of their teachers even if we personally do not like the teacher?

· Do we ask our children to give of their time and resources for others?

· Do we rebuke prideful attitudes in our children when they arise?

· Do we show human impulsiveness around our kids or the quiet submissiveness of waiting on the Lord?

· Do we challenge our kids to be encouragers to others and not seek our own ends? 

Moving to a different desk at the request of a teacher may have seemed like a small thing in that classroom many years ago, but at least the teacher made the point about respect for authority. The student would not remember what he missed in terms of academic content on that day, but he did remember that submission, while not fun, is critical to all of life.

Monica Baldwin, a nun who served in the trenches of World War I addressed the issue of submission this way: “What makes humility so desirable is the marvelous thing it does to us; it creates in us a capacity for the closest possible intimacy with God.”
A short, chubby lady with thick glasses named Henrietta Mears was a notable Christian educator of the last century who mentored such individuals as Billy Graham and Bill Bright.  Here’s what she had to say about this issue: “The greatness of man's power is the measure of his surrender. It is not a question of who you are, or of what you are, but whether God controls you.”
Let none of us be afraid of the “S” word!  It is the essence of godly life….
