Heart to heart …….

Who’s in charge?




           Glenn Slater, Administrator

In my position as a school administrator, I have a lot of conversations with parents. Most of my conversations provide me with a lot of insight into the lives of MCS families and I often walk away very grateful for having a better understanding of a particular student. These visits also make me appreciative of the strong commitment to Christian values I see in so many families at a time in which we all fight against an ever increasingly hostile culture.  

However, on occasion I have had conversations with parents and walked away with more questions than insight.  Every now and then, a parent will make a comment that makes me wonder about the dynamics of their particular family. It seems to reveal that many fathers and mothers today are dealing with a problem that may not be plainly visible. This problem centers around this question: “Who’s in charge of the family?”

The answer may seem obvious, but upon closer inspection, it seems as though our society today is pushing many families toward a state in which the parents are not the clear authority figures. Watch any TV show or movie that involves families and, most likely, you will see the parents portrayed as clueless buffoons. Or, the kids are seen as equal to the parents and the family dynamics are based upon parents who are more like friends than authority figures. 

We all know that God’s word is the exact opposite of the images being portrayed in the media today. It is very clear that parents are chosen by God to be the authorities of the household. Colossians 3:20 states, “Children obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.”  Many parents are discussed in the Bible, and even though they were not always the best parents, it is very clear that they were expected to be the leaders of their family groups. Knowing that God commands the parents to be the authority figures in their families, what does this specifically mean?

1. Parents are to protect their children. Over and over we see how men and women in the Bible protected their offspring. Moses’ mother hid him for three months and then sent him away as an infant in an effort to protect her son from Pharaoh’s decree to kill all the baby boys. Two thousand years later, Joseph and Mary fled to Egypt to protect the baby Jesus from Herod’s infanticide. Biblical parents obviously believed that as the ones in charge, they have an important duty to protect their children.

2. Parents are to discipline their children.  The book of Proverbs is filled with admonitions to parents to correct their children so that they may know what is right and wrong. Two verses to note are found in chapter 29: “Discipline your son, and he will give you peace; he will bring delight to your soul.” and “The rod of correction imparts wisdom, but a child left to himself disgraces his mother.” In Hebrews 12 it says, “Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father?” Being the authority in the home means that sometimes parents must take corrective action to help children learn wisdom and avoid evil.

3. Parents are to be strong role models of Godliness. Children can hear all about living as a Christian from their churches and their Christian schools. But, clearly parents as the adults in the home have the greatest impact on whether or not a child chooses to become a believer and adopt a Christian lifestyle. Paul praised Timothy for his sincere faith which was seen in his grandmother and his mother and to which Paul said, “I am persuaded now lives in you also.” We never hear about Daniel’s parents, but certainly this young man had Godly values instilled in him by his parents so that he was able to withstand the idolatry and coerciveness of the Babylon Empire.  

4. Parents are to make wise decisions for their children. Being the one in charge of your children means that we must make good decisions for children who are immature, naïve and shortsighted. Proverbs is rich with admonitions to parents about the need to show children the right way. Chapter 23, verse 19 says, “Listen my son and be wise, and keep your heart on the right path.” Chapter 22, verse 15 states, “Folly is bound up in the heart of a child….” Again, it is obvious that parents must guide their children to make good decisions. And, knowing that children lack adult wisdom, parents must sometimes make decisions for their children. 

There is certainly more that could be said, but I think God’s Word is crystal clear that parents are the ones in charge in a family. They are not to be clueless buffoons nor are they to be on an equal plane as “friends” to their kids. 

Where do you stand as the adults in your home? Who makes the decisions? Who is in charge in your household on a daily basis?  Let us ask ourselves a few probing questions:

· What am I doing as a parent to model a consistent walk with Christ in front of my kids?

· Am I willing to make unpopular decisions for the sake of protecting my children?

· In decision making, do I find myself giving in to the emotional immaturity of my children or am I standing firm as the mature adult in charge of our home?

· Do I recognize that while I can be close to my kids, they must still realize that there is a level of authority that we are obligated to uphold for their sake?

· Do I realize that I am responsible before God to “train up my child in the way they should go?”

In this day when lines of authority are often blurred by the surrounding culture, let us all be challenged to fulfill the roles God has ordained for us as parents.  While we are certainly not supposed to be harshly authoritarian, we are definitely supposed to be the mature adults who are responsible to make decisions that have long-term consequences that children are incapable of seeing.  

Occasionally at re-enrollment time, I will hear an MCS parent say, “I’m going to let my kids decide where they want to go to school next year.” Frankly, I am flabbergasted by a comment like this. Such a statement says to me that the parents are going to let a child or a teenager decide where they will spend the majority of their day, who their teachers will be, who their peers will be, and what philosophy will be infiltrating their lives and hearts for the rest of their lives.  

I am so grateful for the maturity and dedication to godliness that I see in so many MCS parents. And yet, let us all be reminded that our children are special gifts from God and as such, let us as the parents charged with the responsibility for these children stand up as adults so that we can lead, protect, and guide them toward a life dedicated to Christ.  

