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Administration
· We hope that everyone has a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year.  Please remember that Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, December 13-16, have been set aside for exams for students in 7th – 12th grades.  Tuesday – Thursday are full days.  Friday, December 16 is an abbreviated day for all students.  Grades PK-3 will dismiss at 11:30 and grades 4-12 will dismiss at 12:00.  Lunch will not be served and there will be no extended day or aftercare.  Classes resume on Wednesday, January 4.

· The next Friday Flier will not be published until January 6 due to the Christmas holiday schedule.

· Report cards are scheduled to be released on Friday, January 6.
· Reminder – if you are paying tuition by the semester, your payment is due January 4.
· Schedule Reminder – School is closed Monday, January 16, for Martin Luther King, Jr. day and is closed Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, February 1-3, for teacher in-service.
Lunch Information
· Remember that our school-wide pizza party to celebrate being the top seller of coupon books is next Tuesday, December 13.  All students will receive free pizza and a drink courtesy of Papa John’s Pizza if they turned in an order by this past Tuesday!

· The lunch form going home this week is for Wednesday, December 14, through Tuesday, January 10.  Please be sure to return forms by 9 a.m. on Tuesday.  Please note some changes in our vendors.  Bella Roma will now be served on Tuesdays and Buddy’s Bar-B-Q on Thursdays.
Book Fair

· The MCS Scholastic Book Fair is December 12-16.  You can shop Monday – Wednesday, December 12-14, from 8:00 until 3:45, from 8:00 until 5:00 on Thursday, December 15, and from 8:00 until noon on Friday, December 16.  
Christmas Program

· It was such a blessing to have our family and friends join us for our annual Christmas Program.  We received  $1,050 for our Christmas offering.  Thank you so much for your generosity!
Jellyfish Yo-Yo Prize from Dash-n-Dodge

· If you have had a problem with your Jellyfish Yo-Yo prize from Dash-n-Dodge, please bring it to the office and we will replace it.

Spring Drama Auditions

· MCS will be presenting a performance of “Peter Pan” in the spring.  Students in grades 3-6 are eligible to audition if they are participants in the Drama Club, which will begin in January.  Their auditions will be held on Monday, December 12th.  Auditions for students in 7th-12th grades will be held on Tuesday, December 13.  

Telephone Recycling Program

· We will once again be participating in Keep Blount Beautiful’s 2012 Telephone Directory Recycling Contest.  Books will be collected at the school January 9 – February 6.  They may be brought to the hallway outside the main office- just let us know how many you bring.  An award of $500 will be given to the overall school with the most directories collected per student.

The Money Tree 

· The Alcoa-Tenn School Credit Union (the Money Tree) is offering these special incentives through December 13th:  

· Alcoa-Tenn will match your deposit up to $10 (one time); 

· For each deposit made of $10 or more, your name will be entered into a drawing for an iPod;  

· If MCS students can reach a goal of $1,000 in total deposits, Alcoa-Tenn will donate $250 to MCS!

· The Money Tree is open on Tuesdays from 11:15 to 12:15 in the gym. Let’s support our own MCS students as they run the school branch.
Casual Day!

· The Student Council is sponsoring a “Christmas Casual Day” on Thursday, December 15.  For the cost of $1.00, students may wear the following:  Christmas socks, Christmas shirts that honor Christ, and Christmas caps.  Middle and high school students may also wear flip-flops.  
My Child’s Name

· The My Child’s Name support group, which was formed to offer support and encouragement to MCS families who have experienced the loss of a child or who have a child with a terminal or chronic illness, will next meet on Friday, January 6, at 9:00 a.m. in the art room (H5).  

Elementary News

· The elementary students are learning about the character trait of “generosity” this month through the Chick-fil-a Core Essentials program.  Teachers “caught” the following students displaying generosity to their classmates:

· 1st  grade – Jackson D. and Carly G.
· 2nd grade – Caleb P. and Braden G.
· 3rd grade – Grade L. and Michael S.
· 4th grade – Hannah  P. and Jack G.
· 5th grade – Reagan D. and Gacie Y.
· 6th grade – Mathias B. and Nicklin H.
· Students in 4th – 6th grades will be visiting Fairpark Nursing Home and having lunch at Mr. Gatti’s on Wednesday, December 14.  They will be leaving at 9:30 and returning at 1:30.

Middle/High News

· The exam schedule for next week is as follows:

· Tuesday, December 13
1st and 5th periods

· Wednesday, December 14
6th and 8th periods
· Thursday, December 15
3rd and 7thperiods
· Friday, December 16

2nd and 4thperiods
THIS IS A REGULAR SCHOOL WEEK except for Friday which is a half day, and regularly scheduled classes will meet.  Exams will be given during regular class time.  Students may check out early only on Wednesday or on Thursday if they are exempting 7th or 8th period exams.  They may come in late only on Tuesday or Friday morning if they are exempting 1st or 2nd period exams.  Students are expected to be in all other classes. 
· Students in grades 9-12 who are eligible to exempt any of their tests will receive a notice on Friday, December 9.  These must be signed and returned Monday morning.
Booster Club

· Be sure to turn in your cash card order forms on Monday for your Christmas gift cards!  This will be the last order until January.
· New ZIP-UP HOODIES ARE IN!!!  They are available in black and gray and are $25 each.
Sports

· Parents of high school students:  The Athletic Department mailed out an important letter this week.  Please be sure to look for it.

· Elementary Basketball Tournament Update

· Our boys played last Friday and Saturday, making it to Round 2.  Our girls will be playing in the championship game tonight at 6:45 at Heritage Middle School!  Be sure to come out and support the team.  Congratulations to both teams for a great season and thanks to Coach Scott Kidd and Kenny Jarvis.
· The middle school basketball teams have the following games coming up.
· Friday, December 9 (tonight), vs. Webb – VG, VB – 5:00/6:00 (home)

· Thursday, January 5, vs. Temple – VG, VB – 5:00/6:00 (away)

· The high school basketball teams have the following games coming up.

· Friday, December 9 (tonight), Tournament at Grace – TBA

· Saturday, December 10, Tournament at Grace – TBA 

· Thursday, January 5, vs. Berean – VG, VB – 5:00/6:30 (home)
· Friday, January 6, vs. Mt. Pisgah – VG, VB – 5:30/7:00 (Homecoming!!)
· Mark your calendars now for the Fall Sports Banquet which will be Saturday, January 28.  More details will be coming.  Teams included will be middle school volleyball, high school volleyball, elementary basketball, middle school basketball, high school girls’ soccer, and cross country.
Prayer Requests & Praises 
· A praise for the birth of our Savior!
· Please pray for our students who are sick.

· Please pray for the safety of our school families who will be traveling over the break.

“…and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.  She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 

because there was no room for them in the inn.”
Luke 2:7
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