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Administration
· We hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving break.  It is hard to believe that we only have two more weeks left in this semester.  Please remember that Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, December 13-16 have been set aside for exams for students in 7th – 12th grades and are full days.  Friday, December 16 is an abbreviated day for all students.  Grades PK-3 will dismiss at 11:30 and grades 4-12 will dismiss at 12:00.  Lunch will not be served and there will be no extended day or Aftercare.
· If it becomes necessary to delay or close school due to bad weather or other emergency situations, parents will be notified through local radio and TV stations.  MCS will be specifically named – we do not follow the Blount County schedule.  We will also post this information on the school website as well as send a text message alert and mass e-mail through Edline.  If you have not yet signed up to receive text message alerts, please be sure to do so – this is a very quick way to contact parents in case of an emergency.
· Parents, please remember that you need to send in a note if your child is absent from school.  Students in grades 7-12 must check in through the main office and turn in their note to get an admit slip.  These absences cannot be excused without a signed note.  Also, requests for days off (i.e., vacation, church events) should be submitted at least two weeks prior to the dates being requested.

· We still have plenty of coupon books for sale – they are just $5.00 for MCS families.  These make great stocking stuffers!
· The lunch form going home this week covers Wednesday, December 7, through Tuesday, December 13.

Box Tops & Labels

· Next Friday, December 9, is the next pick-up day for box tops and labels.  Be sure to turn in your items!

· Here are two more ways to help MCS using the Labels for Education Program:
· Enter the Labels for Education Book Bonanza Sweepstakes for your chance to win Scholastic books for MCS!  Visit the Scholastic website at scholastic.com/bookbonanza to enter by December 31st.
· Earn Bonus Points with Campbell’s Cookbooks!  Looking for an easy way to earn Bonus Points while shopping for holiday gifts?  Purchase select Campbell’s brand cookbooks and 125 points will be deposited into MCS’ Campbell’s Labels account.
Christmas Store Coming

· The senior class is once again sponsoring a Christmas Store as a fundraiser for their mission trip to Costa Rica.  The store will be open the week of December 5.  Students in grades PK3 – 6th grades will have an opportunity to purchase gifts for their family members.  Please see the flier coming home today in the Friday Folders for more detailed information.
Coupon Book Pizza Party

· Thanks to you, we once again were the top selling school of coupon books in the county!  One of our rewards is a school-wide pizza party courtesy of Papa John’s Pizza.  We will be having our party on Tuesday, December 13.  Everyone in the school will receive free pizza and a drink.  Please be sure to mark your lunch order form for this day!  The PK3 class will have their pizza party on Friday, December 16.
The Money Tree 

· The Alcoa-Tenn School Credit Union (the Money Tree) had its grand re-opening last week!  The credit union is offering some special incentives for the Money Tree through December 13th:  
· Alcoa-Tenn will match your deposit up to $10 (one time); 
· For each deposit made of $10 or more, your name will be entered into a drawing for an iPod;  
· If MCS students can reach a goal of $1,000 in total deposits, Alcoa-Tenn will donate $250 to MCS!

· The Money Tree is open on Tuesdays from 11:15 to 12:15 in the gym. Let’s support our own MCS students as they run the school branch.
Spring Drama Auditions
· MCS will be presenting a performance of “Peter Pan” in the spring.  Students in grades 3-6 are eligible to audition if they are participants in the Drama Club, which will begin in January.  Their auditions will be held on Monday, December 12th.  Auditions for students in 7th-12th grades will be held on Tuesday, December 13.  Please see the flier being sent home in today’s Friday Folders for more information.
Elementary News

· The Kindergarten students will be presenting a program during Chapel on Monday, December 5 at 8:15 a.m.  Family and friends are invited to attend.
Middle/High News

· The deadline to complete Mercy Matters hours for the 2nd quarter is Monday, December 5.  This is for students in grades 8-12.
PTO News

· Faculty & Staff!  Don’t miss the Teacher Appreciation Luncheon in the library on Friday, December 9th from 10:45 a.m. - 1:15pm.  Parents!  Show your appreciation to your child’s teacher by volunteering to help carry out the Teacher Appreciation Luncheon.  Call or email Mandy Street (977-8061, mandystreet@bellsouth.net) to volunteer!  (Note: Your $5 student PTO fee is at work here in covering all non-donated luncheon costs.) No food is needed, as a menu has been planned. 
Sports

· The next Booster Club meeting will be Tuesday, December 6 at 6:30 p.m. in the library.
· Please read the flier coming home today regarding ministry opportunities for athletes.

· Congratulations to the elementary basketball teams who just finished regular season play.  The girls team is seeded 2nd in the county and the boys are seeded 5th!  First round tournament details are listed below.  Gate will be $5.

· The elementary basketball tournament begins this weekend.  Be sure to come out and support the teams!

· The boys play tonight (December 2) at 5:30 at Heritage Middle School.  Athletes should arrive by 5:00.

· The girls will play Monday, December 5, at 6:45 at Heritage Middle School.  Athletes should arrive by 6:15. 
· The middle school basketball teams have the following games coming up.
· Monday, December 5, vs. TSD – VG/VB – 5:00/6:00 (away)

· Thursday, December 8, vs. Greenback – VG/VB – 6:30/7:30 (away)
· Friday, December 9, vs. Webb – VG/VB – 5:00/6:00 (home)
· The high school basketball teams have the following games coming up.

· Thursday, December 8, Tournament at Grace – Varsity Boys – 6:00; Varsity Girls – 7:00

· Friday, December 9, Tournament at Grace – TBA

· Saturday, December 10, Tournament at Grace – TBA 
Prayer Requests & Praises 
· A praise for our administrator, principals and teachers!

· Please pray for the Brown family, for the loss of Mr. Brown’s father last Saturday (Mrs. Brown teaches our middle school students and AJ is a junior)

· Please pray for Mary Beth Carlson, who had surgery this week.

· Please pray for our soldiers and their families.

“Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.”
Luke 2:11
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