 Details from the 2008 Trip:
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We left Knoxville this morning at 7:30.  After an hour and a half stop in Atlanta, we arrived in San Jose, Costa Rica at about noon.  We had a smooth plane ride and everyone survived the trip just fine! We were met at the airport by SCORE and had an hour bus ride to the SCORE compound where we are staying in Sabanilla.  After lunch we took a sightseeing ride up a nearby mountain where we had a great view of the city below.  It was also a good way to get a look at the local neighborhoods and everyday life in the area.  We even saw a soccer game in progress.  On the way back to the compound, we stopped by a grocery store to look around and buy snacks if we wanted to.  We shared dinner tonight with another group on their senior trip from Lexington, NC.   Before turning in for the night the kids had a time of devotion and a fun time of games. 

 

  
Today we left the SCORE villas at 9:00 [image: image2.jpg]


am for church.  We went to Sunday School first and then after a break attended the church service.  It was translated into English for us.  The kids enjoyed lunch at a pizza restaurant.  We had some free time back at the compound for rest before heading out to souvenir shop.  Then it was back to the compound for dinner and games/free time before bed.  We've had a leisurely start to our trip in order to acclimate us to the local lifestyle here in Costa Rica (church, local restaurant, shopping).  Tomorrow our ministry time begins at 9 am with a trip to San Jose to hand out tracts.
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 This morning we left for the center of San José, Costa Rica – a city of about 1.2 million people – at about 9:00.  All 20 of us got on a public bus along with our Costa Rican host, Raymond.  We arrived at the center of town and gave out approximately 700 tracts.  Some of the people refused the tracts but most of the people received them very graciously, and others actually sat down on the park benches to read the pamphlets of the gospel right away.
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After having returned to the Score compound and eaten lunch we all went to a new ministry that Score has started called the Transition House.  This is a compound similar to the one where we are staying where three young ladies that have lived in an orphanage all or most of their lives are staying with a Score family.  They are transitioning from the orphanage to the world of college or work.  Because orphanages no longer care for kids that have reached their 18th birthday Transition House is a wonderful way for these ladies to prepare for their futures without worry.  The girls' names are Jasmin, Marilyn, and Indira.  We enjoyed playing volleyball mixed with soccer with them as well as some card games.
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After leaving the Transition House we all went to one of the local supermarkets owned by Walmart to buy food to make over 110 sandwiches, cookies, and juice.  After we ate supper the seniors prepared all these things, put them in baggies, and then in coolers.  We all went down to a very poor area of San José where we gave this food out to many homeless and oppressed people.  This was a real eye-opening event for the kids, seeing poverty and spiritual oppression so close to them.
 
Overall the day was wonderful and rewarding.  Tomorrow we will continue to be servants for the Lord's people here in Costa Rica.

 
Thank you for praying for us,
Phil Reynolds
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Today was very interesting. We started the morning at a facility that works with disabled young adults. We had young adults with down syndrome, deaf, mute, and also mentally slow. Charley and I had the opportunity to work with a girl who was deaf. Even with the fact that we didn't speak the same language and she couldn't hear us we found a way to communicate. I think I can speak for all of us by saying, that spending time with these precious people was very beneficial. Next, we went to a neighborhood where we handed out hygiene products to Nicaraguan refugees. 
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At first we wondered why we were doing this, these products will only run out, but then we were shown "the pit" where people who don't have enough money to have a home live. It's a place where people just throw their trash down there not thinking about human beings living there. There was a group of children that came running towards us, I started a conversation with one and it attracted a ton of other children. They wanted our attention, to hold their hands and to talk to them. I was so heart broken having to wave goodbye to them after not even ten minutes. That's where I would have loved to have spent hours, just loving children who so desperately want to be loved. They seemed so happy, they had nothing but were happier than I. It's a very sobering time here to really see reality for what it is, not our little bubble we're so content with at home.
 
-Rebekah 

[image: image8.jpg]


 
            Today was a day in which we could really let loose and experience something completely new. The group went into the mountains to zip-line through the forest. We originally thought we would only have one opportunity to try this, but God blessed us with five opportunities! The group worked their way gradually across the mountain, slowly making our way to the fastest zip-line. It was exhilarating!      
When we finished, the group made its way down to an indoor soccer field, where five of our guys faced off against Costa Rican players. Our players, who were the first American players the Costa Rican team had ever faced, held their own, and left a strong impression on our new friends. 
After the games were finished, we went to a Costa Rican restaurant, where we dined on chicken, rice, vegetables, fruit drinks many of us had never sampled before. We also enjoyed an amazing desert which consisted of a type of cake filled with peaches and whipped cream. The group hoped to go volunteer at a daycare center afterwards, but due to time constraints we were unable to get to the center before it closed. 
Our happy but exhausted group made its way back to the Villa, where we took some much needed time to rest and relax after an exhausting day. Afterwards, we enjoyed a dinner of taco salad and refried beans. We rounded off our meal with a devotional centered on giving thanks for all of our blessings, as well as paying attention to the small things in life.
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Currently, our class is in the main room on the compound, watching a professional soccer game projected onto the wall. This is a very fun experience for us all. Pachuca is beating Saprissa by a score of 1-0, but we hope for Saprissa to rally back for the win.
In the morning, we will pack some of our belongings and leave for a hotel located on a beach on the Pacific Ocean. The group is very excited over this next adventure. Unfortunately, we will not be able to update this blog tomorrow, so this will be the last post until Friday. 
God continues to move in the hearts and minds of the students who have been blessed with the opportunity to take part in this mission trip. We have been given new perspectives on life, and our hearts and minds have been opened to the messages the Lord wishes to convey to us. 
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Even though our main mission work has come to an end, I am sure God will continue to speak to us all, teaching us what He desires for us to know. Our class will be forever impacted and transformed by this trip, as well as by all the blessings God has granted us in this country. We appreciate your continuing prayers, and we pray for you as well. The group misses all of you, and  we look forward to seeing you all again. 
God Bless,
-C.J. 

 

 
Thursday and Friday, we were able to spend the days at the beach. This was personally my first time to ever see the Pacific Ocean, and it was definitely a blast! Getting to our destination was nothing like what I would have expected. We had to travel through the [image: image11.jpg]


mountains to get to the beach. Two of my favorite things to do! The view was breathtaking! When we arrived, we went straight to the water after we ate lunch. For those of you who know me well, I am deathly afraid of the ocean. And yes, I did get in, and I am so glad I did. The waves were incredible. On the Atlantic Coast or the Gulf, waves are either small or non-existent. Here they were so strong, you would get sucked under and flipped in 8 different directions. Even though it sounds kinda dangerous, I [image: image12.jpg]


wouldn't trade it for anything. It was an unforgettable time. After one night on the beach, we were not willing to leave just yet. As hard as it is to believe, we, yes the senior class, woke up voluntarily at 7 in the morning to go to the beach before breakfast. The beach trip was definitely too short. This was one of the most incredible beaches I have ever seen. The beach itself was surrounded by the rainforest. The resort we stayed at had absolutely everything you could think of. From putt-putt to indoor soccer to paths through the rainforest. We didn't get to do everything, but we definitely enjoyed ourselves! The one thing that did freak me out the most was the bugs and the wildlife. At home, if a bug falls in your hair, you at least know what it is. Here, you have know idea if it will kill you or not! I'm just kiddin. The wildlife was definitely different than the US. The crabs were purple and orange, and there were iguanas as big as your leg every time you turned around. It was definitely a time I will never forget. As this week comes to a close, I am far from ready to leave. My heart will remain in Costa Rica while my body and mind prepares for college.  This trip has definitely been an eye opening experience for me, and I wouldn't change it for anything…unless I could make it longer!

-Laura
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